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? Why did Jeff Bezos launch Amazon with books and not videos
or white goods?

Welcome to Amazon.com
Books!

(If you explore just one thing, make it our personal notfication service. We think it's very cooll)
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Because METADATA.

Unlike with videos or washing machines, in 1996, Amazon.com
could easily offer "1 million" books online because highly
structured, standardised, metadata - complete with a persistent
and unique identifier, the ISBN, - was READILY AVAILABLE.
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? Who did Bezos have to thank for this?
Authors?

Publishers?
No, it would have been easier to herd kittens
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Bezos needs to thank | Irish statistician Gordon Foster and &
bookseller @ WHSmith.

In 1965, the latter commissioned the former to create a Standard
Book Numbering system for all books sold in & and U 1.
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To understand why this was needed, you need to know that in 1960s
each publisher used THEIR OWN book numbering system - aka a
NIGHTMARE &) for booksellers like W.H. Smith

Imagine having to FIND the right edition of '‘Black Beauty' without an
industry-wide identifier system? -
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Impressed, in 1968 David Whitaker, a & publisher of book listings, and
= R R Bowker added 'l'-for-international to SBN.

In 1972, ISO adopted ISBNs as a global standard.

Now you could FIND your favourite version of Black Beauty “¥-, with
confidence, anywhere in the world!
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a Question for you.
? Is there an ISGDN - International Standard Government Document
Number?
No?
So, is it any wonder that there's no big discovery service to help users
FIND Gov Docs.
x Amazon Government )( Google Government
x Web of Government )( Open Alex 4 Government

adMe¢' 40N
%N

WEB OF SCIENCE
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Governments are still operating like publishers in the 1960s - each has its
own document numbering system.

? But why would it be cool if there was an 'ISGDN'?

It's not as if Governments have similar publications.

() or do they? Here are a couple of Bills of Rights . . . 2= I#1
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@ ... and what about transnational issues like #climate or #education or

#tax?
Areas where quickly FINDING policy ideas, successes & failures so they
can be easily SHARED and COMPARED might be beneficial.
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@ After all, that's what happens in laboratories and universities the world
" over.
Researchers share their research ideas, successes & failures using a
common system.
Standardised citations & links make it easy to FIND and CITE documents
- wherever they originated.

author doie article

\ * Vitle

Schoeman, H. (2009). Establishing a process for the
creation of genetically modified bacteria. Canadian
Journal of Microbiology, 55(8), 990-1002.

doi:10.1139/W09-039 R \
\ pages
journal
volu

title issue

Digital Object Identifier (doi)
or journal URL
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w Talking of citations, Michelle Lake told us that Gov Docs share of
citations is falling ).

Helene LeBlanc thought that might be because journal articles are 'low-
hanging fruit), i.e. they're much easier to cite than Gov Docs.

| think she's right.

Gov Docs

&
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Why are BOOKS & JOURNALS easier to cite?
Because METADATA.

Did you know that one of the main reasons papers are rejected is
because of poor references?

Scholars know. So are they MORE or LESS likely to wrestle metadata-
less Gov Docs into their Reference Management System?

EndNote
Citationsy* Sf JabRef

(Plaperpile




¥ Books are identified gJ ISBNs 4%

_Journal articles a DOls

Both integrate easily with Reference Management Systems and the links
won't break.
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() It's kinda ironic that Google's top-ranked page on how to cite
Government Publications online uses an example with a broken link &

Citing Government Publications

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATION - ONLINE
The following report issued by the National Park Service of the Federal Government was made available at the agency’s website
iand was last updated in 2002. The report was entitled Decorating the White House: Tips from Dolly Madison and Other First

Ladies, and was retrieved on March 22, 2008.

APA

MLA

Decorating the White House: Tips from
Service, 2002, www.nps.gov/tip

adison and Other First Ladies. U.S. National Park
. Accessed 22 March 2008.

TUR.

U.S. National Park Se
Ladies. https://

corating the White House: Tips from Dolly Madison and Other First
ps.gov/tips.html (accessed March 22, 2008).
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w As with book publishers in the 1960s, the challenge, of course, is how to
herd governmental kittens to create a common IDENTIFIER that matches
existing STANDARDS
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@ If, in the 1960s, the solution for books was provided by a publisher-
related aggregator ...

. maybe what's needed today is a policy-related aggregator to provide
the solution for gov docs . ..

#DESCENDANTS3

CANJ.GETA DRUMROLL, PLEASE?
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2 ¥ Introducing @Policy Commons World Governments . . .

... where we are starting to create STANDARD METADATA for GOV
DOCS from all over the world.

JOIN US in making GOV DOCs as easy to FIND and CITE as Black
Beauty 4%- and journal articles _ .

Policy

Commons i SiNew Sem. -

Organizations Publications Topics Tables Lists Modules

World
Governments

Q Search World Governments

Learn more

i B

2,045 3,057,042

Organizations Publications




