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“It is true that every new premier and every new 
government, coming in because they had upheld a 
certain thing as necessary to be done, were no 
sooner coming in than they applied their utmost 
faculties to discovering How not to do it.”

 Little Dorrit, Book 1, Chapt. 10

















“Back in those days I was very much a novice in the 
weird and mysterious workings of the government 
machine … The bureaucrats generally had no time for us. 
We could not get to see official records.”

        Ged Baldwin on arriving in Ottawa as a backbench MP in the late 1950s.











The Access to Information Act “allows government 
departments legally to withhold information indefinitely – 
forever – for specific defined reasons that cannot be 
challenged … [Secrecy] enables governments and 
bureaucracies to hide mistakes, dishonesty and similar 
embarrassments.”

John Bryden, 1989































Next steps
1. Agree on a few needed reforms

2. Press parties to include in election platforms

 3. Secure commitments for quick implementation




