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Why a 
Collection 
Review

An imminent move of the Library

Restructuring to bring back the 
Collections and Reference Staff
Staff Turnover 

Changing collection practices 
over time
NOT a weeding project



What we DO collect

In broad 
terms, information that 
discusses the state of 
affairs in Ontario is 
collected such as:

Policy, planning and 
strategic documents Budget materials

Financial and statistical 
reports about the 

economy

Reports about 
government operations 

and processes

Information about 
government funding

Information about 
programs and projects

Commissions of inquiry 
and task force reports 
(including Terms of 

Reference)

Annual and quarterly 
reports Newsletters

Consultation reports
Reports about 

legislation, changes to 
legislation or the 
legislative intent

Press releases 
(excluding media 

advisories)



What we DON’T collect

Forms Consumer directed 
information

Highly technical 
and scientific 

reports 

Reports written for 
teachers (e.g., 

teaching aids) or for 
parents (e.g., 

homework help)

Tax bulletins Government data 
sets



Current State



Without further ado…



Making things “fun” 
for the youth







The Great Outdoors











Ouch, my stomach















“People”











On Cars







Pot Pourri









What the 
Gems show  
us

Some things stay the same: Governments have always 
and will always need to communicate with the public

The concerns of the day AND that some issuesare truly 
evergreen

Signs of the times:

The pillars of influence of a time 

Best ways to catch attention

The style of the time



Key “consumer” 
collections

Consumer information can be an  
excellent tool to explain complex topics 
in plain language and can offer point in 
time snapshots of government 
initiatives. Some cornerstones of our 
“consume” collection that are excellent 
research tools:
 Press Releases
 Campaign literature
 Pamphlets for new laws



Thank you
elewis@ola.org

mailto:elewis@ola.org
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