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Project Overview



Canadian Census Data Discovery Partnership 

● A comprehensive, bilingual inventory database using consistent taxonomies and 
standards that integrates the work already completed 

● A vision for a future Canadian census discovery portal, developed through 
stakeholder consultations, an environmental scan of existing initiatives, tools, and 
websites related to census data discovery.

● Feasibility analysis, design, and proof-of-concept implementation for a fully 
functional discovery portal

● Assessment of opportunities for long-term preservation of census materials

See more: https://cddp-pddr.ca/  

https://cddp-pddr.ca/


Project Leaders

Leanne Trimble, Acting Head, Map & Data Library, University of 
Toronto (Principle Investigator)

Susan Mowers, Research Librarian (Data),  University of 
Ottawa

Alex Guindon, GIS and Data Services Librarian, Concordia 
University

Sandra Sawchuk, Data Services & User Experience Librarian 
Mount Saint Vincent University 

Katie Cuyler, Open Publishing and the Government Information 
Librarian, University of Alberta

Amber Leahey, Data & GIS Librarian. Scholars Portal / 
University of Toronto, Toronto.

Graeme Campbell, Open Government Librarian, Queen’s 
University

Tracey P. Lauriault, Associate Professor of Critical Media and 
Big Data, Carleton University

Zack Taylor, Assistant Professor of Political Science and 
Founding director of Centre for Urban Policy and Local 
Governance, Western University

Jennifer Pagnotta, Chief, Centre for Statistical and Data 
Standards, Statistics Canada

Julie Roy, Manager, Reference Services, Public Services 
Branch, Library and Archives Canada

https://cddp-pddr.ca/en/contact/ 

https://cddp-pddr.ca/en/contact/


Recent Progress



Knowledge Mobilization

● Updates & research reports shared throughout

● Conference presentations

● Research articles underway

○ Landscape analysis census data portals: current access

○ Subject/thematic analysis of inventory content

https://cddp-pddr.ca/en/news/
https://cddp-pddr.ca/en/research/


➔ Title
➔ Census year of publication
➔ Census years covered by the item
➔ Data producer
➔ Publication date
➔ Subject headings
➔ Geographic coverage
➔ Geographic units
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Comprehensive, bilingual census inventory database

➔ Language(s)
➔ Citation to publication the 

item is found within (if 
applicable)

➔ File formats
➔ URLs to access data
➔ Links to related 

materials/documentation files
➔ Notes

Inventory will be complete early 2024. For each item (data table, microdata file, 
spatial data file, etc) we track:



Historical Census Inventory Database



Portal



End product goals:
➔ open source / non-proprietary programs and formats
➔ portal has long term compatibility with database
➔ extensible

We considered:
➔ continuing with Airtable 

◆ external connections are limited / proprietary
◆ subscription based

➔ Compute Canada infrastructure (mysql / website for access)
◆ not a long-term solution
◆ VM was a barrier to access
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Preliminary proof-of-concept portal considerations



Prototype: developed using R / Shiny

➔ One of our co-investigators already had some experience with it
➔ shinyapps.io is a free hosting/deployment service that works with R or 

Python
◆ publicly available
◆ limit of 5 apps on free plan
◆ can be deployed on a private Shiny server if more security is 

needed
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Develop preliminary proof-of-concept portal



Sneak Peak: 
Proof-of-Concept Portal
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Nothing yet



Next Steps



Next steps

Considering options for continued access and presentation of inventory 

● Datasets will be added to Borealis 

● Seeking funding or support for the development of a sustainable and accessible portal

Synthesize and share project findings

● Knowledge Mobilization

● Grant report & recommendations for future project phase

○ Census Discovery Portal development

○ Ways to improve discovery, usability & preservation of census material



Thank You!

Website: 
https://cddp-pddr.ca/ 

Contact us: 
census-comms@scholarsportal.info 

Listserv: 
https://listserv.utoronto.ca/cgi-bin/wa?A
0=CDDP-PDDR-L 

Questions?

https://cddp-pddr.ca/
mailto:census-comms@scholarsportal.info
https://listserv.utoronto.ca/cgi-bin/wa?A0=CDDP-PDDR-L
https://listserv.utoronto.ca/cgi-bin/wa?A0=CDDP-PDDR-L

