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• Web Archiving had been conducted experimentally within the National Library 
of Canada since 2002.

• International Internet Preservation Consortium (IIPC) was chartered in 2003 
with LAC as a founding member (Chair in 2008 and again in 2015)

• LAC’s Web Archiving Program launched in December 2005.

• From, activities concentrated on capturing:

• The GC domain (2005, 2006, 2007)

• Provincial and Federal Elections

• Summer and Winter Olympics

• Commemoration (State funerals; Calgary Stampede, the War of 1812)

1. Program History



1. What is Web Archiving Anyway?

• Is an internationally-practiced, digital preservation and curation-

based discipline that guarantees future access to unique resources 

from the Web

– LAC Web Unit situated in the digital preservation area and is responsible 

for the program from end to end (acquisition to access)

– Team consists of digital librarians and digital archivists that bring their 

perspectives to bear on the web archival curation

– Specialized Web Unit created in April 2022, previously part of a larger 

portfolio (web archives and digital private and government archival records)

– Digital Librarians and Digital Archivists on the curation team
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2. Canadian Legislative Context:

LAC Act section 8 (2)

Powers of Librarian and Archivist

• 8 (1) The Librarian and Archivist may do anything that is conducive to the 

attainment of the objects of the Library and Archives of Canada, including

Sampling from Internet

• (2) In exercising the powers referred to in paragraph (1)(a) and for the 

purpose of preservation, the Librarian and Archivist may take, at the times 

and in the manner that he or she considers appropriate, a representative 

sample of the documentary material of interest to Canada that is accessible 

to the public without restriction through the Internet or any similar medium.
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3. What do we do? Acquisition Methodology

1. Comprehensive collection of the GC web presence (2005-)

2. Thematic web and social media research collections (2009-)

3. Events-based collections and news media (2013-)

4. Rescue or preservation harvesting (2005-)

5. Acquisition of nominated resources (2005-)

6. Curate data and thematic collections from within datasets (2023-)
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4. Who Uses Our Web Archives?

LAC Web Archiving Program stakeholders include:

1. GC Information Management/Recordkeeping Practitioners

2. University/Academic Researchers and University Libraries

3. Other National Libraries and Archives (Official Publications)

4. Government Contractors (historical research for biding)

5. The Public (general use)
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Ensures digital preservation, data integrity, future access

to online Canadian digital documentary heritage
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Presenting…

The New Government of Canada Web Archive

https://webarchiveweb.bac-lac.canada.ca 
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https://webarchiveweb.bac-lac.canada.ca/


12



Federal Collections Discovery
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Thematic Collection Discovery

20



21



22



23



24



25



Quick Word on Web Curation Methodology

• When thematic web archival collections are begun, a collection 

development policy is defined

• The CD policy defines the scope in/out and what we are trying to 

document (in what priority, degree of comprehension, quality level)

• E.g., COVID-19: Impact on Business and Economy; Families and 

Education; Law, Arts and Culture, News Media, Fed/Prov Govts…

• These seed groups or collection sub-themes get assigned for curation to 

staff members, and are tracked in metadata for project status

• These subthemes then appear in GCWA as resource discovery facets…
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For thematic collections, metadata generated at the point of seed selection is fed 

forward and shapes the discovery and access layer, enabling researchers and 

giving a sense of collection cope at-a-glance



Advanced Full Text Search
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Federal Royal Commissions

and

Commissions of Inquiry 
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Commissions Collection in GCWA

• LAC’s previous Index to Federal Royal Commissions was 

decommissioned in the switch to OCLC (and not replaced)

• A new curation tool enables the presentation of new collections

• Commissions exist in digitized historical copies, born digital, and 

websites; websites began in 2001 (Romanow/O’Connor) but these

were previously in an isolated dataset 

• For the first time, a comprehensive collection is now available in one 

place, with all the GCWA’s discovery/access/search tools applied

• MMIWG, POEC, MCC will be available (FIC / FIFEPDI site launched 

[foreigninterferencecommission.ca]  and collection has begun…)
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https://foreigninterferencecommission.ca/
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Curated Collections to Come (~44 tera)

36

• Federal and Provincial Elections, 2005-present

• National Historical Commemorations, 2006-present

• Olympic and Paralympic Games, 2006-present

• Indigenous Collections

• Canada 150

• Royal Commissions and Commissions of Inquiry

• Events-based Collections (Lac-Megantic, Forest Fires, Humboldt…)

• Historical HTML Official Pubs and Bibliographies (1994-2005)

• Many more
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Future State

• Curate and roll out historical collections (2023-)

• Curate new thematic collections

• Proceed to *.ca domain crawl in the near future

• Upgrade the GCWA with new functionalities

• Publish thematic web archival finding aids
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Questions/comments welcome

archivesweb-webarchives@bac-lac.gc.ca

https://webarchiveweb.bac-lac.canada.ca

Tom J. Smyth, MA, MISt, PMP
Manager, Web and Social Media Preservation Program

Tom.Smyth@bac-lac.gc.ca

mailto:archivesweb-webarchives@bac-lac.gc.ca
https://webarchiveweb.bac-lac.canada.ca/
mailto:Tom.Smyth@bac-lac.gc.ca
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