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HOUSE HANSARD (DEBATES)

• "The Hansard transcript is the official record of House debates. 
A typical Hansard issue includes a table of contents, a transcript 
of what is said, divisions (votes), and a list of members and their 
ridings." (The Assembly website)

• A historically significant role in informing the public the daily 
proceedings of the Legislative Assembly.

• House Hansard transcripts are digitally available from the 29th

parliament, 4th session to present on the Assembly website in 
PDF and/or html formats.

D E F IN IT ION

https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/house-documents


THE CURRENT SEARCH

• Available through the 
Assembly website 
(http://hansardindex.o
ntla.on.ca/)

• Full text search 
database on Ontario 
House Hansard from 
March 11, 1975, to 
present.

• Released in 1999.

http://hansardindex.ontla.on.ca/
http://hansardindex.ontla.on.ca/


ADVANCED HANSARD SEARCH 
MODERNIZATION PROJECT

• Identified that some functions did not work (e.g. NEAR) and 
there were errors and missing data (e.g. no proper heading).

• The current search is more than 20 years old:

• Old technology

• Old-fashioned design

• Lack of accessibility

• Well-used search tool (over 242,000 searches, approx. 5,800 
users from January 1 to December 4, 2023).

• Valuable for MPPs, internal staff and the public.

W HY?  B E C A U S E …  I T ’ S T IM E F OR M OD E R N IZE !



• A "lift and drop" project to replace the current search tool

• Started in summer 2023 by the Information Services Branch

• Consulted with the Legislative Library

O VE R VIE W

ADVANCED HANSARD SEARCH 
MODERNIZATION PROJECT



• New advanced search tool for this unique data built on current, 
stable technology.

• A secure infrastructure that adheres to our design and 
accessibility goals.

• Improves search capability, created clean machine-readable 
datasets with proper heading.

GO A L S

ADVANCED HANSARD SEARCH 
MODERNIZATION PROJECT



ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• New search tool built using Drupal and Solr used for the 
Assembly website.

✓ Modern design

✓ Bilingual interface

✓ AODA compliant

• Uses React, the framework the websites like Facebook, Instagram, and 
Uber are built with.

• Staff have corrected and structured Hansard transcripts to 
make machine-readable House Hansard data.

• Scraped and structured the content using tools such as ParseHub, 
Excel and OpenRefine.

H IGHL IGHT S



M O D E R N D E S IGN

• Following the "pattern 
library" developed for the Assembly 
website

• Plain language

• Intuitive

• Accessible (colour contrast, readability)

NEW!



• Date: the most 
current by 
default

• Also sortable 
by Speaker or 
Topic

S O R T O PT IO N

Date

Speaker
NEW!



• Ability to filter search 
results by Speaker, 
Topic, Type of 
Business or Session

F I LT E R S BY FA C E T S

NEW!



• 20 results per page 
(default)

• 50, 100 per page options

N U M B E R O F R E S U LT S PE R PA GE O PT IO N

NEW!



• Brief search results 
with searched 
paragraph

• “Read more in 
Hansard” takes to 
the section in the 
Hansard transcript 
on ola.org

B R IE F S E A R C H R E S U LT S W IT H M O R E C O N T E XT

NEW!



NEW HOUSE HANSARD SEARCH

• Launch on the Assembly website (ola.org) at the end of January 
2024

T IM E L IN E



A more 
powerful tool

NEW HOUSE HANSARD SEARCH

New 
technology

Clean 
dataset

+ =+

Collaboration



QUESTIONS?



THANK 
YOU
MERCI

Visit the Legislative Assembly of Ontario 
online at ola.org

If you have any questions, contact me at 
yenosawa@ola.org

http://ola.org
mailto:cm@ola.org
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